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(Mr. DOGGETT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. DOGGETT. Mr. Speaker, I would
like to inquire about next week’s
schedule.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman
from California (Mr. MCKEON).

Mr. MCKEON. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to an-
nounce that there will be no further
votes in the House for the week.

The House will next meet for legisla-
tive business on Monday, May 21 at
12:30 p.m. for morning hour and 2 p.m.
for legislative business.

The House will consider a number of
measures under suspension of the rules,
including the following bills:

H.R. 1831, the Small Business Liabil-
ity Protection Act; and

H.R. 1885, the 245(i) Extension Act of
2001.

A complete list of suspensions will be
distributed to Members’ offices tomor-
TOW.

On Monday, no recorded votes are ex-
pected before 6 p.m.

On Tuesday through Thursday, the

House will consider the following
measures:

H.R. 1, the No Child Left Behind Act;
and

H.R. 1836, the Economic Growth and
Tax Relief Reconciliation Act Con-
ference Report.

On Friday, the House will not be in
session for the start of the Memorial
Day district work period.

Mr. DOGGETT. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman for that explanation.

If I might inquire further, many
Members, of course, have travel plans
for next Thursday evening, does the
gentleman anticipate any event that
would prevent our departing at least by
6 p.m. on Thursday?

Mr. McKEON. If the gentleman will
continue to yield, we hope to get the
tax conference report back by Thurs-
day so that we can get that passed
Thursday, but we do not have a guar-
antee of that.

Mr. DOGGETT. Of course, the con-
ference has not been convened because
the Senate has not acted. Is the gen-
tleman saying in the event the tax rec-
onciliation conference report, if that is
not available by Thursday night, we
might be facing some interference with
the Memorial Day weekend?

Mr. McCKEON. Our goal is to finish
that up on Thursday, and we cannot
guarantee that, but that is our goal.
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Mr. DOGGETT. Mr. Speaker, backing
up to Monday, does the gentleman
from California (Mr. MCKEON) antici-
pate that there will be any business
other than suspensions on Monday
evening?

Mr. McKEON. Mr. Speaker, if the
gentleman will yield, we may start the
general debate on the education bill.
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Mr. DOGGETT. Mr. Speaker, it had
been my understanding that was begin-
ning on Tuesday, but there is a possi-
bility of general debate, not amend-
ments on Monday night?

Mr. MCKEON. There would be no edu-
cation votes, but there is a possibility
that we would have the general debate
begin.

Mr. DOGGETT. Mr. Speaker, because
there is such interest in the education
bill, is the gentleman from California
informed as to what days we would be
considering the education bill next
week?

Mr. MCKEON. Mr. Speaker, we hope
to finish it Tuesday, but it could spill
over into Wednesday.

Mr. DOGGETT. The gentleman men-
tioned both H.R. 1831 and H.R. 1885.
Does he know on which days those are
most likely to be considered?

Mr. MCKEON. Mr. Speaker, those will
be Monday under suspension and voted
on after 6 o’clock.

Mr. DOGGETT. All right, Mr. Speak-
er. Then on H.R. 1 and H.R. 1836, when
might they be considered?

Mr. McKEON. Mr. Speaker, HR. 1
will be Tuesday and Wednesday and
hopefully H.R. 1836 on Thursday.

—————

NO CHILD LEFT BEHIND ACT OF
2001

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
LAHoOOD). Pursuant to House Resolu-
tion 143 and rule XVIII, the Chair de-
clares the House in the Committee of
the Whole House on the State of the
Union for the consideration of the bill,
HR. 1.
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IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
Accordingly, the House resolved

itself into the Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union for the
consideration of the bill (H.R. 1) to
close the achievement gap with ac-
countability, flexibility, and choice, so
that no child is left behind, with Mr.
HASTINGS of Washington in the chair.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The CHAIRMAN. Pursuant to the
rule, the bill is considered as having
been read the first time.

Under the rule, the gentleman from
Ohio (Mr. BOEHNER) and the gentleman
from California (Mr. GEORGE MILLER)
each will control 60 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Ohio (Mr. BOEHNER).

Mr. BOEHNER. Mr. Chairman, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Chairman, beginning today, we
have an opportunity to make a true
difference in the lives of our Nation’s
children, particularly our most dis-
advantaged children in America. This
rare opportunity presents itself in the
form of No Child Left Behind, Presi-
dent Bush’s plan to improve elemen-
tary and secondary education in Amer-
ica.
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This process began last December be-
fore President Bush technically was
even President Bush. It began with a
meeting in Austin, Texas when the
President-elect invited Members of
both parties to discuss education re-
form, the item at the top of his agenda.

None of us knew what to expect from
that meeting, but all of us left with a
sense that something extraordinary
was within our grasp. It was clear that
our new President had a genuine inter-
est in the issue of education. He had a
powerful desire to bring Members of all
parties together on this issue here in
Washington just like he had done in
the State of Texas. Now, just under 6
months later, we are here today to-
gether to consider the most important
change in Federal education policy in
35 years.

I want to thank my colleagues on
both sides of the aisle who have worked
hard on behalf of American students:
The gentleman from California (Mr.
MCcKEON), the gentleman from Georgia
(Mr. ISAKSON), the gentleman from Col-
orado (Mr. SCHAFFER), and the gen-
tleman from Michigan (Mr. KILDEE)
and the gentlewoman from Hawaii
(Mrs. MINK) and the gentleman from
Indiana (Mr. ROEMER).

I particularly want to thank the gen-
tleman from Delaware (Mr. CASTLE) on
his tireless efforts on behalf of our Na-
tion’s students and the job that he has
done as the subcommittee chairman on
the 21st Century Subcommittee on
Education Reform.

I also want to thank the gentleman
from California (Mr. GEORGE MILLER)
for his leadership and willingness to
work in good faith for this bipartisan
bill.

The measure before us gives students
a chance, parents a choice, and schools
a challenge to be the best in the world.
After 35 years of spending without ac-
countability, it challenges States to
use Federal education dollars to de-
liver results for our students. Instead
of relying on money and red tape, it
taps into our Nation’s most precious
educational resource, parents.

In the hands of caring parents, infor-
mation is a powerful tool for reforming
our schools. Why ask States to evalu-
ate schools annually? Because parents
deserve to know how their child’s
school stacks up against the others.
Why have a report card for States and
school districts? Because parents de-
serve to know whether their children
are being taught by qualified teachers
and whether their child’s school is fail-
ing and falling below expectations.

The more parents know, the more
they are likely to push for meaningful
change in our schools. Without the
ability to measure, there is simply no
way for parents to know for certain
that their children are, in fact, truly
learning. There is no way to know for
certain which students are in danger of
slipping through the cracks.
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